
LA VOIX PASSIVE 
 
 
Un verbe à la forme active (ex :eats, were talking, has mistaken) devient un verbe à la forme 
passive lorsque l’on y introduit le temps correspondant du verbe être et en changeant le verbe 
actif en son participe passé. 
 
eats …devient… is eaten 
were talking …devient… were being talked 
has mistaken …devient… has been mistaken 
 
 
Liste des temps verbaux actif/passif 
 
 
Temps Actif Passif 
Present simple breaks/break is/are broken 
Present continuous is/are breaking is/are being broken 
Past simple broke was/were broken 
Past continuous was/were breaking was/were being broken 
Present perfect simple has/have broken has/have been broken 
Past perfect simple had broken had been broken 
Future simple shall/will break shall/will be broken 
Going to future is/are going to break is/are going to be broken 
Conditional should/would break should/would be broken 
Present infinitive to break to be broken 
Perfect infinitive to have broken to have been broken 
Present participle breaking being broken 
 
 
Les temps verbaux du present perfect continuous et du past perfect continuous n’existent pas 
à la voix passive. 
 
 
 
Le passif des auxiliaires 
 
Avec les verbes auxiliaires, l’infinitif du verbe principal est converti en infinitif passif. 
Actif You must finish the work before midday. 
Passif The work must be finished before midday. 
 
 
Modification de la structure de la phrase 
 
La structure de la phrase change lorsqu’une phrase active est transformée en une phrase 
passive. 
Actif Jean eats the apple. 
Passif The apple is eaten by Jean. 



 
Deux points essentiels : 
 

1) La suite du verbe de la phrase active (the apple) devient le sujet dans la phrase 
active. 

 
2) Le sujet dans la phrase active (Jean) devient la suite du verbe dans la phrase 

passive. 
 
 
Il est possible de supprimer un sujet de la phrase active lorsque le sujet est moins important 
que l’action en elle-même. Cependant lorsque le sujet est important il doit être inclus dans la 
phrase passive. 
Actif Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet. 
Passif Romeo and Juliet was written by Shakespeare. 
 
 
Suppression de no one et nobody dans les phrases passives 
Actif No one has done it.  Passif It hasn’t been done. 
Actif Nobody ever knew about this story.  Passif Nothing was ever known about this story. 
 
 
Prépositions 
Actif Who first sang Yesterday? 
Passif Who was Yesterday first sang by? 
 
La préposition with est plus appropriée que l’emploi de la préposition by dans certains cas. 
His car was covered with snow. 
The clown’s face was covered with make-up. 
This cushion is filled with feathers. 

 


